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Next Board Meeting
September 10, 2008 @ 7:30pm

 Bollinger Hills Cabana
Future Meetings Held

7:30pm 2nd Wed/Month
All homeowners welcome!

(check www.bollingerhills.org for any date changes)

Once again, our very own Bollinger Hills Resident, 
Michaline Youngblood won a Dryer’s Ice Cream party this 
year.  Her winning essay spoke about why she thinks Bol-

linger Hills is a great community to live in. Dreyer’s loved it 
and awarded us an ICE CREAM PARTY! 

Thanks Dryer’s Ice Cream and Michaline Youngblood

See inside for more details...
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Did You Hear the 
Scoop?

Bollinger Hills is having
 a Neighborhood Ice Cream Party!

Thanks to resident, Michaline Youngblood
for once again submitting her winning essay to a 

Dreyers Ice Cream Neighborhood Salutes contest. Come help 
us celebrate summer and our beautiful neighborhood! 

Saturday, September 13th

 2pm ‘til we run out (around 4pm)

Bollinger Hills Cabana

Cost: Nada, Zip, $0!

Ever wondered when the energy cost increases are going to 
slow down or stop? Well, not any time soon or at all according 
to experts. One of the many reasons is emerging economies 
depend on energy to grow their economies and simply 
put demand and supply dictate energy prices on the world 
markets. 

Here at home we have been spoiled with low energy prices for 
a very long time and may have become wasteful with energy 
over the years. Just imagine $9.00 for a gallon of gasoline. 
The European countries have been paying this or higher for a 
long time and have adjusted their consumption levels to these 
prices, we haven’t... yet. We represent roughly 5% of the world 
population but use more than 25% of world energy resources. 
Our per capita carbon footprint is the largest in the world; this 
is also environmentally not a good thing. There are many fairly 
small things we can do to significantly reduce our consumption 
and therefore reduce the demand of energy and ultimately 
help reduce cost and help the environment.

In addition to cars, we use large amounts of energy in our 
homes. Some households have monthly utility expenses over 
$600.00; the average being around $300.00. We pay one of 
the highest prices for electricity and natural gas in the country. 
From 2005 to 2006, the rate for electricity has risen a whopping 
67% . Our energy usage goes into heating, cooling, light, pools, 
spas amongst other things. Here is a short list on what we can 
do to reduce our consumption with fairly quick paybacks.

Heating:
Over half of our winter natural gas usage goes 
to heat our home. The industry has developed 
heating units (Forced Air Units) that have 
greater than 93% efficiency and cost just a 
little more than the standard 80% or less units. 
Unless you specifically ask for it when your 
contractor installs a new one most likely you 
will not get it.

While your new furnace may be working at 
peak efficiency it may also be leaking the hot 
air into the attic because of faulty duct work. A 

government study finds that in homes more than 5 years old, 
over 40% of them have leaking ducts. 

Once the heat is produced, it is important to keep it in your 
living space. Attic insulation, wall insulation and dual pane 
windows are very important.

Natural gas used to be cheap, not anymore. Over 30% of our 
natural gas usage goes towards hot water. The tank water 
heater in its current design was invented very long time ago. 
The tank water heater has an efficiency of 55% when new; 
it rapidly decreases because of water sentiments and other 
particles that form on the bottom of the tank. Just imagine 
having a cast iron kettle with water in it being heated over and 
over. The stand by heat loss is around 20% which adds up to a 
lot of energy loss where a typical tank holds 40, 50 and in some 
of the newer homes, 100 gallons of water. At a maximum rate of 
55% the water is being heated at all times, day and night with 
over half of the energy being lost. The solution to this problem 
is a tankless water heater. These are not something new. They 
have been around in gas and electric versions for more than 40 
years. It has NO tank for water storage, it is the size of a medicine 
cabinet and it heats the water as the water goes through it. You 
never run out of hot water. It doesn’t mix your hot water with 
the cold water and can therefore run the heating temperature at a 
lower setting saving you even more. It does this with an efficiency 
of 93% and more that does not decrease over time. It lasts longer 
than your tank water heater and saves space too. 

Cooling:
Air conditioners use a lot of energy, electricity. It is important 
to make sure that every bit of cooling that is produced benefits 
the living space. Typically the air conditioning system uses the 
same ducting as the heater and could share the same duct 
leakage problems. Instead of heating our living space, it cools 
the attic. Another problem is hot air that is trapped in the house. 
For example, during the day the house heats up through walls 
and windows. That hot air is trapped inside the house while the 
cool air from the air conditioner is coming in... it usually can’t 
cool the air, no matter how long it runs. This is particularly a big 
problem with two story homes. The solution here is a whole 
house fan. It when run for about 10-15 minutes and exhausts 
all the trapped hot air from the living space into the attic then 
to the outside. Note this is different than an attic fan.

Electricity:
Electric Solar (Photovoltaic Solar) is becoming more and more 
main stream thanks to the high energy cost and government 
financial incentives. When was the last time the government 
paid you money to save energy? Well, a few years ago $3 billion 
from the general tax fund was set aside to help home owners 
and businesses to purchase PV systems. Businesses have 
taken advantage of it far more than home owners. In payback 
calculations it just makes financial sense. The government 
incentives (cash rebates) are tied to total installations and with 
more installations the incentives decrease. They are now at 

about half of what they were almost 2 years ago. 
With today’s high electricity rates you don’t need 
to be “green minded” to make a financial case for it. 

There are many things we can do without changing 
the lifestyle that we have become accustomed 
to. Saving energy is good environmentally and 
financially. 

Ali Sagafi is a General and Electrical Contractor, 
resident of Bollinger Hills and specializes in 
Renewable Energy and Energy Conservation 
Measures. 

Saving Energy Saves You $
By Ali Sagafi, 

Bollinger Hills Resident and owner of Allied Solar

What Happened to Our Entrances?
Many of you may have noticed and appreciated the recent improvements to the Bollinger Hills 

Neighborhood entrance monuments and planting beds... with the flowers in bloom and the freshly 

painted signs. Unfortunately three of the four entrances were recently hit by cars... in less than a three 

month period. Good news... We are in the process of handling the repairs through the drivers and 

their insurance companies. Bad news... we have many unsafe drivers on the road and particularly in 

our area. If you are obeying the laws and driving safely... thanks! If you’re not, please take a moment 

to slow down, pay attention, and think about others around you. Our families and neighborhood 

appreciate your efforts in getting a grip on this situation.

By The BHHOA Board



August 2008 Issue - Page 6 August 2008 Issue - Page 3

The Dependable Duo
Bryce and Pierce Woodward at your service. With one call and a tour of your home... POOF! 
Your pets, home, and/or plants will be taken care of! We have handled big dogs, small dogs, a cat, 
and even an iguana. Vacation always feels a little better knowing your pets and home will be in 
good hands. We look forward to doing a good job for you. Call (925) 803-1343

Bollinger Hills Businesses!
Do you own a small business? 

Would you like your neighborhood to know about it?
They could then tell two friends, and so on...

Contact rrovai@netscape.net for 
Bollinger Hills Neighborhood News ad rates, publishing schedule & deadlines

Hillside Project Update... in Brief
By John Youngblood

Our Tennis Court Hillside Re-Landscaping Project is nearing its final phase. Walls for the observation/seating 

area and Bocce Ball court are complete. Concrete walkways should be finished by the end of August and planting 

of the upper hillside will begin at that time. Hopefully, we’ll be able to “dedicate” the area during our Dreyers 

Neighborhood Ice Cream Party at the Cabana (see page 2 for more details) on September 13th. Don’t want to miss 

it? Check out www.bollingerhills.org for the latest news, dates, and important updates! 

Financial Summary as of 7/31/2008 

	 Comerica	Checking	 47,371.94

	 Comerica	Money	Market	 134,801.45

	 Comerica	CD	 155,398.36

	 Total	 337,571.75

The above is a list of investments. Cash balances are invested in a money market account and CD at present. 

We can invest them in treasury bills and notes, money market funds and certificates of deposit as long as we 

do not incur capital risk. We maintain $158k in reserves for capital improvements and major repairs. We have 

another $200k in operating and planned spending funds. 

Dues are due on the first day of each January and July. They are delinquent on the 30th of each of those 

months as stated in the COLLECTION POLICY. It is important that each homeowner pay his/her dues 

promptly to enable our Association to continue providing service at low cost and to avoid being charged fees 

for untimely payments.

We have some repair and improvement projects planned for the next one to five years including the hillside 

repair at the tennis courts that will include a bocce ball court. If you would like to know about these or be 

involved, please notify us at info@bollingerhills.org.

Money Matters
By Terry Cunningham



Want to find out more about how to conserve water? I just came across a very informative website that is loaded with lots of 
fun and helpful information we can all use. Check it out at www.watersavinghero.com.  Here are a few conservation tips:

Bathroom	
Install low flow shower heads; take shorter showers, turn off water 
when lathering in the shower, brushing teeth, washing or shaving; 
place a bucket in the shower to capture the “cold” water that runs 
down the drain before you get in and use that water for houseplants 
or other outdoor planting; check toilet for leaks or replace to low 
flow toilet (rebates may be available) and remember the old saying 
about “flushing it down”.

Kitchen
Install low flow aerator faucets; run full dishwasher loads; hand 
wash dishes turning water off when soaping; collect vegetable rinse 
water in bucket and pour water in garden; avoid using garbage 
disposal and instead start a compost bin for all your produce 
scraps, which also adds healthy organic nutrients back into your 
soil (vegetable gardens love this).

Laundry
Wash full laundry loads; wear clothes more than one time if not 
soiled.

Car
Turn off the hose when soaping and wash cars less often.

HOW CAN I DO MY PART WITH WATER CONSERVATION?

Landscape Corner
By Susan Friedman, 

BHHOA Landscape Chairman and 
owner of Susan Friedman Landscape Architect

These suggestions can help to reduce water consumption in your household. Our Bollinger Hills Homeowner Association is also looking 
at ways to reduce water use in our landscape areas. If everyone saves a little – it will add up to a lot.

Feel free to contact Susan with any questions, concerns or landscape architectural needs... 

(925) 806-0643

Outdoors/Irrigation	system
Check for leaks; reduce watering times; keep lawn height higher 
to reduce evaporation and water needs; water early in the day 
to reduce evaporation; mulch around all other plants to reduce 
water evaporation and water needs; water lawn minimally – it 
will perk back up in the winter rains; hand water remaining 
plants as needed (1–3 times/week); plant with California Native, 
Mediterranean and other drought tolerant trees, shrubs and 
perennials; consider reducing/replacing the amount of lawn which 
needs the most water in the yard.

Miscellaneous
If your water bill shows a higher consumption than you think you 
are using, there may be a leak somewhere indoors or out. Check 
for leaks in the toilet, irrigation system and water main. Check 
for toilet leaks with dye drops in the tank. If the bowl turns the 
color, there may be a leak which may only be a simple flapper 
replacement. Turn off all water in the house. If the water meter 
is still moving, there may be a leak in the main. You may need to 
call a plumber for repairs.
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You are all invited to join your neighborhood CERT graduates and 
observe an emergency drill simulating an 8.1 earthquake in your 
community. On September 20th from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM CERT 
graduates will gather at the Bollinger Hills 
Cabana parking lot and work through 
a few scenarios that reflect a major 
earthquake simulation. I know, you 
are saying “wait a minute…how come 
I never got involved with this group?” 
Now is the time to do something. Over 
the past 2.5 years, approximately 20 of 
our neighbors have completed a six week 
(18 Hour) course detailing Earthquake 
Preparedness in their homes and 
throughout their communities. This 
program develops skills for people of all 
ages who wish to be prepared to deal 
with the aftermath of a major disaster. You 
will be taught to assist yourself, your neighbors, 
and ultimately local Emergency Service Units. All 

of us that plan to participate in this drill are excited, and a little 
nervous, because for many of the graduates this will be the first time 
they will be testing their classroom skills, and communicating live 

with County Emergency personnel. 
While the drill is being acted out, we will 
staff a separate table with information 
and sign in sheets for two different types 
of emergency preparedness classes. The 
full six week CERT class, and the 2-
hour Personal Emergency Preparedness 
(PEP) classes. We will also have some 
handouts for the kids.

Beginning in October, I will personally 
train the “free” 2-hour PEP classes at 
the Cabana. The first class will be on 
October 15th, 7:00 to 9:00 PM. Going 

forward I will offer these classes on the 
3rd Wednesday of the month. 

CERT Update
By Paul Turner, 

Bollinger Hills Resident and CERT Team Member

13 Years Experience

Local & Family Owned

If you request any additional information, call me any time at 925 833-1002 or pturner@gtl.net 
I would love to meet you. Get involved with your community! 


