
 

February 2015 Issue Page !1

See PRESIDENT, Page 2 for more

A Word From the President 

Happy New Year!  As we welcome 2016, we also welcome all 
the rain, even though it can get annoying at times.  Hopefully 
by our next newsletter we will know what the State is going to 
do with the current water restrictions for HOA landscaping 
enforcement.  On that note, allow me to introduce the newest 
member of our HOA team, Thomas Sharki, who has accepted 
the position as CC&R chairman.  Please read my separate 
article on Thom in this newsletter.   I would also like to thank 
Terry Cunningham, our previous CC&R chairman for his 
contribution to the HOA.  Finding dedicated and capable 
people has been the key factor in keeping our self-managed 
HOA running. 

Looking ahead to the springtime, we are evaluating a pool 
update.  It’s been about 20 years since we last re-plastered the 
pool and installed new tile coping and deck.  New pool codes 
will require us to upgrade our lines from the current 2 inch, to 
3 inch  when  we  re-model.  We  may  need to replace the 
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PRESIDENT  
continued from page 1 

lines that run to the shallow end skimmers because of an intermittent air leak.  It would not 
be economical to replace those lines (which requires cutting open the deck) so close to 
needing a pool renovation anyway.   If we decide to proceed with the renovation, it will be 
completed before the pool opens at the beginning of  May. 

Lastly, the HOA has been working with the city to have some speed display signs on the 
Cabana side of Morgan Dr.  As many residents probably know, there is such a sign over the 
hill on Morgan Dr.  Many residents forget that Morgan Dr. is 25 mph.  Because it’s wide and 
fairly straight, and has a dashed yellow in the middle, 25 mph can seem rather slow when 
you’re driving, but having cars “whiz by” at 40+ mph is very unsettling when you are a 
pedestrian.   Please watch your speed. 

One more thing, we should have some preliminary drawings for the possible entrance 
monument update in the next few months.  I will include them in the next newsletter, and 
we will hold a special evening presentation at the Cabana for residents to see the concept 
drawings and ask question.  We’ll e-mail a broadcast announcement for the meeting date 
and time.  If you have any questions about anything, please feel free to e-mail me at any 
time.    

President 
Bollinger Hills HOA 
victorpetersen@sbcglobal.net 

New CC&R chairman 

I am pleased to introduce our new CC&R Chairman Thomas Sharki.  Thom is 
a long-time resident of Bollinger Hills, moving here in 1988.  Thom retired a 
few years ago after a 30+year career as a vice-president with the Mars Candy 
company.  Most recently Thom served on the City of San Ramon’s senior 
advisory committee.  CC&R chairman is difficult job, because most folks don’t 
want to be the “new sheriff in town”.  Thom has tremendous people skills, and 
I’m confident that will enable Thom to be very effective in a friendly, 
approachable manner.  Please help me welcome Thom to our HOA 
organization. 

Victor Petersen 
President BHHOA 

mailto:victorpetersen@sbcglobal.net
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This month's "Bollinger Hills Spotlight Home" award goes to Chris and Merrill Grimmer. 
Chris and Merrill moved to their home on Morgan Drive in 2014, and in the last year and a 
half have made significant improvements to their home. They painted the exterior, 
replaced the brick facade with stone, and completely renovated the front yard. The 
previous landscaping was mostly grass and ivy which has now been replaced with a 
beautiful walkway, retaining wall, and new plantings. The old sprinkler system was 
replaced with a new water saving drip system. Their favorite features are the new 
retaining wall, mailbox tower, and landscape lighting, which uses LED lights to make it 
more energy efficient. Even with all the work they have already completed on their home, 
Chris tells me they are not finished yet. They have plans for more upgrades in the future. 
We think they have done a fantastic job already, and we look forward to seeing the new 
updates as they happen. A very big thank you to Chris and Merrill for their hard work.  

If you would like to nominate a home to be recognized as our next "Spotlight Home" 
please email me at mike@myvillaproperties.net. 

By Mike Continillo, BHHOA Director 
Neighborhood Watch & Crime Prevention Committee 
mike@myvillaproperties.net  925-519-0794

Bollinger Hills Spotlight Home

Recognizing homeowners who have done an exceptional job of maintaining their homes, which 
helps make Bollinger Hills one of the premier developments in the San Ramon Valley..

Bollinger Hills  
Real Estate Corner

mailto:mike@myvillaproperties.net
mailto:mike@myvillaproperties.net
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The above is a list of investments.  Cash balances are invested in a money market 
accounts and CD’s at present.  We can invest them in treasury bills and notes, money 
market funds and certificates of deposit as long as we do not incur capital risk. We 
maintain $324k in reserves for capital improvements and major repairs. We have 
another $219k in operating and planned spending funds.  

Dues are due on the first day of each January and July.  They are delinquent on the 30th 
of each of those months as stated in the COLLECTION POLICY.  It is important that each 
homeowner pay his/her dues promptly to enable our Association to continue providing 
service at low cost and to avoid being charged fees for untimely payments. 

We have some repair and improvement projects planned for the next one to five years.  
If you would like to know about these or be involved, please notify us at 
info@bollingerhills.org. 

By Terry Cunningham 
BHHOA Treasurer

Let’s Go Paperless 
We Can Do Better & I Hate Stuffing Envelopes! 

Currently we have only 40 homeowners who wish to go paperless and not receive 
a statement for each billing cycle.  They will receive an email to let them know the 
dues and when they are due. Their statement will be attached for their reference.  

Just give us authorization in writing and we will no longer send statements. You 
only need to make sure you send us $240 each January 1 and July 1. Help us keep 
your dues low and be green at the same time. 

You can send an email to BollingerTreasurer@bollingerhills.org or send us a note 
by US Mail. You can drop that note in my mailbox at 309 Mare Lane.  

mailto:BollingerTreasurer@bollingerhill.org?subject=
mailto:info@bollingerhills.org
mailto:BollingerTreasurer@bollingerhill.org?subject=
mailto:info@bollingerhills.org
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Finally, the rains have been falling and there’s snowpack in the Sierras!  Good news for 
our reservoirs.  However, the drought is not over.  As of December 1, 2015 California has 
adopted the updated MWELO (Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance).  MWELO 
updated water restrictions on residential landscape projects over 500 sq.ft. of planted 
area (lawn, plants, etc.):  

•	 Landscape to contain no more than 25% high water use plants such as lawn and 
uncovered pools/ponds  

•	 Landscape area of 75% or greater must be made up of low water use plants such as 
drought tolerant Mediterranean or California Natives 

•	 Irrigation systems must now meet state’s higher water efficiency standards (no 
runoff or overspray and more efficient nozzles, etc.) 

•	 Landscape areas less than 10’ wide must be irrigated with subsurface drip or other 
irrigation that produces no overspray or runoff. 

•	 Encourages the use of onsite storm water catchment (rain gardens, dry stream 
beds), use of recycled and greywater in the garden (laundry, dishwasher), and 
rainwater catchment such as rain barrels.   

For more details, go to www.water.ca.gov 
For water saving rebates go to: www.EBMUD.com and www.CCWater.com 

Want to save water by replacing your lawn?  

People are curious about using artificial turf as a lawn substitute.  Although it may be a 
solution for a small residential putting green, artificial lawn has it’s own set of problems.  
First, it takes lots of water and resources to produce during the manufacturing process.  
Runoff from artificial turf may contain harmful chemicals and carcinogens such as lead, 
arsenic, phthalates that can reach surface water or groundwater. Artificial lawns are 
dramatically hotter than natural grass, reaching temperatures up to 150 degrees making 
them too hot to play on at times. After a life expectancy of 10 - 15 years artificial turf then 
ends up in landfills. 

Instead of artificial turf, think about replacing your lawn with a living landscape made up 
of drought tolerant trees, shrubs and California native perennials. Your garden can then 
be filled with a variety of seasonal plant colors and textures while using significantly less 
water than a lawn.  Your soil will be healthier which supports healthy microbes, filters 
pollutants and improves water quality.  Lots of beautiful pollinators like hummingbirds 
and butterflies will also love to visit your yard.  Other lawn replacement ideas include 
things like DG gravel seating areas, patio spaces, edible gardens, dry streambeds, no-mow 
lawn, and more.  

Bollinger Hills  
Landscape Corner

It’s raining – hooray!  Now what? 

By Susan Friedman, BHHOA Landscape Chairman 
Owner of Susan Friedman Landscape Architecture 
susan@susanfriedmanlandscape.com 

mailto:susan@susanfriedmanlandscape.com
mailto:susan@susanfriedmanlandscape.com
http://www.water.ca.gov
http://www.EBMUD.com
http://www.CCWater.com
http://www.water.ca.gov
http://www.EBMUD.com
http://www.CCWater.com
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By Thom Sharki, BHHOA CC&R Chairman 

CC&R’s
Front Yards: 
Front yard landscaping is an important component of overall curb appeal.  The HOA 
has standards for front landscaping, but as you may know, with the drought all 
HOA’s are currently prohibited from enforcing keeping a front yard green (if you 
have lawn).  Will the state make these HOA restrictions permanent?  We’ll have to 
see.  If so, then landscaping changes may be coming in the not-too-distant future.  
Right now a homeowner is allowed to have a “dead” front lawn (but trimmed with 
no weeds).  If drought restrictions become permanent, then homeowners with dead 
front lawns will need to re-landscape.   

Fences: 
Also, the winter storms have caused some fences to need repair, missing 
boards, falling down sections of the fence etc. Please repair any fences or 
sections of fence that need repair. 

Mailboxes: 
There are mailboxes in our development in need of repair. Mailboxes shall comply 
with all applicable postal regulations and Architectural Review Guidelines.  These 
guidelines can be found on our web site, bollingerhills.org under the tab 
Architectural.  

Holiday Decorations: 

All holiday decorations, including lights, must be removed no later than 30 days 
after the holiday.  

If you have  questions regarding our CC&R’s, you can check our web site 
or send me an e-mail at ccr@bollingerhills.org or call 925-875-9046. 

http://bollingerhills.org
mailto:ccr@bollingerhills.org
http://bollingerhills.org
mailto:ccr@bollingerhills.org
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The East Bay Regional Parks District has completed the purchase of 362 acres on 
the prominent ridge line just southwest of Bollinger Hills.   The new park connects 
our existing Bishop Ranch Open Space Preserve to the recently completed Dublin 
Hills Regional Park.  See map below. 

San Ramon Open Space Committee 

By John Youngblood, BHHOA Vice President 
Open Space Committee 



February 2015 Issue Page !9

If you have a neighborhood incident or news you’d like to report, please send an e-mail to our 
Newsletter Editor, Christine Perezalonso at:  news.bollingerhills@gmail.com.

Neighborhood Beat 
What’s Going on in Bollinger Hills?

Dates to Remember: 
February 14 ~ Valentine’s Day 
February  15 ~ No school ~ Presidents’ Day 
February  25 ~ No school ~ Teacher In-Service 
February  17~ BHHOA Board Meeting 7:30pm 
March 11 ~  No School ~ Staff Development Day 
March 14-18 ~  K-8 Conferences 
March 16 ~ BHHOA Board Meeting 7:30pm 
April 4-8 ~  Spring Break 
April 20 ~  BHHOA Board Meeting 7:30pm 
April 30 ~  Annual Neighborhood Yard Sale 

This purchase completes a two mile long extension of the Calaveras Regional 
Trail.  This route, which is now about a third complete will eventually allow 
people to walk and ride on a continuous trail 44 miles through six regional parks 
between Sunol and Lafayette. 

Money for the purchase came from Measure WW funds approved by voters in 
2008 to preserve open space and wildlife habitat.   

Bollinger Hills Resident Amenities Hours: 
Pool is Closed:  Pool will reopen in the spring.  *Lifeguards will not be present. 
Tennis Courts:  Open daily until dusk (30 minutes after sunset).  Accessible by Bollinger Hills 
resident key. 
Park & Playground:  Open daily until dusk (30 minutes after sunset).  No reservation required. 
Cabana:  The cabana is open!  Hours are variable, closes at 10:00 pm.  Available daily by 
reservation only. For complete details, contact the Cabana Manager at 925-556-0747 or 
visit the HOA website at www.bollingerhills.org.

http://www.bollingerhills.org
mailto:news.bollingerhills@gmail.com
mailto:news.bollingerhills@gmail.com
http://www.bollingerhills.org
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Do you have a service or event that you would like to advertise?  Place an advertisement in the 
Bollinger Hills Newsletter. 

Newsletter:	 	 Website:	 	 	 	 Available Discounts: 
Ad size:		 	 Ad size:		 	 	 	 *Place an ad in both the Newsletter & on the  BHHOA 
Business card 	 $25	 Half Banner (234x 60 pixel)	 $50	    website & receive $10 off EACH ad. 
1/4 page	 $35	 Full Banner (468 x 60 pixel)	 $75	 *Prepay Ad(s) for 1 year & receive 25% discount.	 
1/3 page	 $55	 	 	 	 	 	 * Ads run FREE for Kid’s Businesses under age 18 
1/2 page	 $70	 	 	 	 	 	    (baby sitting, pet sitting, dog walking, tutoring, lawn mowing, etc.) 
Full page	 $110	 	 	 	 	 	      Parental consent required.  Minor’s personal cell 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	      phone number cannot be placed in the ad, must 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	      provide parent’s phone number. 

(rates are price per quarter for one publication/color print) 

For complete Details & Deadlines, visit our website at:  www.bollingerhills.org 
To place an Ad, contact our Newsletter Editor, Christine Perezalonso at news.bollingerhills@gmail.com 

NOTE:  The content in these advertisements are for informational purposes and does not constitute any recommendation by the HOA.   
Rates updated 09/2013

Newsletter & Website Ad Rates

Neighborhood Bulletin Board

Your Ad Here 
(See below for details.)

Your Ad or 
Here 

(See below for details.)

http://www.bollingerhills.org
mailto:news.bollingerhills@gmail.com
http://www.bollingerhills.org
mailto:news.bollingerhills@gmail.com
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Bollinger Hills 
Homeowners Association 
P.O. Box 449 
San Ramon, CA 94583

        President                 Treasurer          Maintenance 
               Victor Petersen                                       Terry Cunningham                                       Coordinator
               (925) 828-5664                               (925) 355-1309                                     Patrick Teffs
    victorpetersen@sbcglobal.net                                                                                                   (925) 785-5661

      Vice President            Recording Secretary           Pool Committee 
             John Youngblood                                     Christine Perezalonso                                       Victor Petersen
               (925) 830-1872                    news.bollingerhills@gmail.com                                (925) 828-5664
             aqcs@comcast.net                                       victorpetersen@sbcglobal.net

          Director                         CC&R’s                    Traffic Committee 
                  Janet Miller                                               Thom Sharki                                    Victor Petersen
              (925) 829-3410                                          (925) 875-9046                                              (925) 828-5664
                                                                           ccr@bollingerhills.org                              victorpetersen@sbcglobal.net

          Director                     Architecture                     Landscaping  
                 Jeff Kehr                                            Marv Miller                                            Committee
               (925) 451-7829   (925) 415-0847          Susan Friedman                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

jwkehr@sbcglobal.net           arc@bollingerhills.org                         (925) 806-0643

          Director                    Cabana Rental                Pool/Park Keys 
                Mike Continillo                                              Mary Teffs                                             Terry Cunningham
               (925) 519-0794                                           (925) 556-0747                                   (925)355-1309
    mike@myvillaproperties.net           www.bollingerhills.org                            info@bollingerhills.org
    
  Neighborhood Watch/                                           Newsletter Editor 
     Crime Prevention                                                                           Christine Perezalonso
           Committee                                                                                                    (408) 807-9456
              Mike Continillo            news.bollingerhills@gmail.com                                                                                                    
             (925) 519-0794
       mike@myvillaproperties.net
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